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California Farm Sales: $49 billion in 2020
California had farm sales of $49 billion in 2020, down from $51 billion
in 2019. The most valuable commodity was milk worth $7.5 billion in

2020, followed by almonds worth
$5.6 billion, nursery and greenhouse crops worth $5.1 billion, and
grapes worth $4.9 billion.

California had 9 Commodities Worth more than $1 Billion in 2020

California exported commodities
worth $21 billion in 2020, led by
$4.7 billion worth of almonds. Tree
nut exports were $7.7 billion or
more than a third of the state’s farm
exports.
FVH
California has led the nation in farm
sales since 1950 because of its specialization in high-value fruits, vegetables and horticultural specialties
(FVH). California’s $49 billion in farm
sales in 2020 were 14 percent of
US farm sales of $357 billion.
Fruits and nuts worth $20.6 billion
in 2020, vegetables and melons
worth $7.9 billion, and nursery and
floriculture products worth $6.3
billion made FVH commodities $35
billion or 71 percent of the state’s
farm sales.

Tree Nuts were Over 1/3 of California Farm Exports
California Agricultural Products Export Values and Rankings, 2018 2020

value of fruits and nuts in 2020.
The acreage of labor-intensive
fruits such as blueberries has been
increasing, while the acreage
of raspberries and strawberries
is decreasing. The acreage of
oranges has been declining, the
acreage of lemons is increasing,
and the acreage of mandarins and
tangelos rose to 66,000.
The acreage of apples and apricots is declining, the acreage of
avocados (47,000 acres) and sweet
cherries (33,000 acres) is stable,
while the acreage of table grapes
is rising. The acreage of peaches,
pears and raisin grapes is falling.

Within each FVH commodity group,
a few crops dominate. The three
tree nuts, almonds, pistachios, and
walnuts, accounted for $9.5 billion
or almost half of fruit and nut sales.
The leading labor-intensive crops
by value included strawberries
worth $2 billion, oranges worth
$830 million, tangerines and mandarins worth $785 million, and
lemons worth $620 million. Rasp-

berries worth $400 million were as
valuable as blueberries and cherries, which were worth about $200
million each. Peaches were worth
$470 million, while the value of the
raisin grapes from 140,000 acres
was about $300 million and the
value of table grapes from 120,000
acres was about $1.4 billion.
The value of labor-intensive fruits
was $7 billion or a third of the total

CA Farm Sales were 14% of U.S. Farm Sales in 2020

Within the $8 billion vegetable
and melon sector, hand-harvested
lettuce worth $2.3 billion was almost
30 percent of the total, followed
by $800 million worth of celery,
$700 million worth of broccoli, and
$400 million worth of cauliflower.
The $300 million worth of melons
included almost two-thirds cantaloupes, while most of the $260
million worth of fresh tomatoes were
mature-greens, that is, tomatoes
that are picked green and ripened
with ethylene gas to turn them red.
Counties
California’s three leading farm counties were Fresno with farm sales of
$8 billion in 2020, Kern with $7.6
billion, and Tulare with $7.3 billion, a
total of $23 billion or almost half of
the state’s farm sales.
One table lists leading commodities
by value and the five leading counties producing that commodity. For
example, Tulare county produced a
quarter of the state’s milk in 2020,
followed by 15 percent of the state’s
milk in Merced and 10 percent
each in Stanislaus, Kings, and Kern
counties. Monterey accounted for
a third of the state’s $2.7 billion in
strawberries, followed by a quarter

FVH Commodities were 71% of California’s Farm Sales in 2020

Blueberry Acreage is Rising; Strawberry Acreage is Declining

Raisin Grape Acreage is Declining; Table Grape Acreage is Increasing

in Santa Barbara, a fifth in Ventura,
and 10 percent in San Luis Obispo.
Perspective
Covid accelerated trends that were
underway before the pandemic,
including the shift from labor-intensive raisin grapes to tree nuts in the
San Joaquin Valley, the shift from
head to other lettuces in the Salinas Valley, and declining acreages
of cantaloupes and mature-green
tomatoes.
The top 20 commodities accounted
for $42 billion or over 85 percent
of the state’s farm sales in 2020.
Farm labor is a significant expense
for half of these top-20 commodities, including milk, table and
raisin grapes, lettuce, strawberries,
flowers and nursery commodities,
oranges, tangerines, broccoli, and
lemons.

Rising farm labor costs are encouraging producers of labor-intensive commodities to (1) invest in
machines to replace workers and
mechanical aids that make them
more productive, (2) housing for
H-2A guest workers, and (3) production outside CA to take advantage of lower labor and other costs.
The mix of machines, H-2A workers,
and imports varies by commodity.
For example, the production of
milk may shift from California to
midwestern states due to lower
feed costs, lower wages, and fewer
environmental restrictions on dairies. Americans are consuming more
milk products as cheese rather than
fluid milk, which makes it easier
to separate milk production from
the consumption of dairy products.
Grape production, by contrast, is
likely to remain centered in California, albeit with more mechanization
in raisin grapes and mechanical

aids that make table grape workers
more productive.
Lettuce and strawberries are also
likely to remain in California, with
mechanical aids making field workers more productive. Technology
that increases efficiency in packing sheds may increase efficiency
in the field, as with workers who
can cut lettuce that is but into bins
rather than bagged for sale to consumers because the lettuce will be
washed and bagged in salad plants.
Similarly, workers can pick strawberries faster into bins if the bins
can be taken to packing houses
and packed into clamshells there.
Mature-green tomatoes, cantaloupes, asparagus are among the
commodities likely to continue to
shrink in the face of rising imports
from lower wage countries.

Declining Acreage of Head Lettuce is Offset by Rising Leaf and Romaine Acreage

Acreage of Fresh Tomatoes and Melons is Declining

Fresno, Kern, and Tulare Counties Led in Farm Sales
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Monterey County Accounts for 1/3 of California Strawberry Sales and 2/3 of California Lettuce Sales

