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Immigrants in Canada: 2021

Canada had 39 million people on 
July 1, 2022, up almost 300,000 
from the previous year and up from 
35 million in 2012, largely due to 
immigration. Over half of newly 
arrived foreigners were non-per-
manent residents, including asylum 
applicants and work and study 
permit holders. 

Canada’s 2021 census found that a 
record 8.3 million people or 23 per-
cent of residents were born abroad, 
more than the 22 percent who 
were born abroad during the period 
of mass immigration between 1910 
and 1930.  The immigrant share of 
Canada’s population is projected to 
increase to 30 percent or more by 
2040.

The share of immigrants living in 
Ontario has been declining and 
was 44 percent in 2021, followed by 
the 15 percent share of immigrants 
each living in Quebec and BC. 

Three cities received over half of 
the immigrants who arrived in 2021: 
Toronto, 30 percent, and Montreal 
and Vancouver, 12 percent each. 
In Toronto and Vancouver, over 40 
percent of residents are immigrants. 

Over 60 percent of recent immi-
grants are from Asia. In 1971, over 
60 percent of immigrants to Canada 
were from Europe. Today, the share 
of Europeans among immigrants to 
Canada is 10 percent. 

The leading countries of origin 
for immigrants were India, which 
accounted for 19 percent of immi-

grants in 2021, the Philippines, 11 
percent, and China, nine percent. 
These three countries accounted 
for 40 percent of the 2021 immi-
grants.

System

Canada uses a point selection 
system to set priorities for aspiring 
immigrants. Over 56 percent of 
the 431,645 immigrants admitted 
in 2021 arrived via the economic 
stream that awards points for youth, 
education, English or French, and a 
Canadian job offer or work experi-
ence. A third were admitted via the 
provincial nominee program that 
allows provinces to recommend 
immigrant visas for foreigners who 
meet local labor needs and agree 
to live in the province for two years. 

Between 2016 and 2021, some 1.3 
million immigrants arrived, includ-
ing half or 748,000 who arrived 
via the economic stream. Of these 
economic immigrants, a third were 
selected via skilled worker pro-
grams and a third via provincial 
nominee programs. 

23% of Canadians were Born Abroad in 2021

Source: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/221026/g-a001-eng.htm



Three-Quarters of Canada’s Recent Immigrants are in Ontario, 44%,  
Quebec, 15%, and BC, 15%

Many of the foreigners who achieve 
sufficient points for an immigrant 
visa have Canadian work experi-
ence, and many provincial nomi-
nees are guest workers who are 
recommended to provincial govern-
ments for immigrant visas by their 
employers, factors that ensure that 
most immigrants have jobs. Over 80 
percent of recent labor force growth 
is from immigrants, and 37 percent 
of immigrants had pre-immigration 
Canadian work or education expe-
rience. 

Most Canadians support high levels 
of immigration and multiculturalism 
that extends beyond English and 
French; over 90 percent of recent 
immigrants to Canada can converse 
in English or French. The govern-
ment plans to increase immigration 
to 450,000 a year, and polls find 
that most Canadians want more 
immigrants to increase the popula-
tion. 

The share of Canadians who say 
that too many immigrants do not 
adopt Canadian values has been 
falling, and is now less than half.

Challenges

A third of new immigrants settle in 
Toronto, the largest city in Canada 
with 6.2 million residents, where 
many struggle to find affordable 
housing. Migrant advocates say 
that Canada’s expensive housing 
is the major obstacle to successful 
integration, leading to overcrowd-
ing. Immigrants who arrived to join 
family members and refugees are 
most likely to report difficulty finding 
affordable housing.

Immigrants without Canadi-
an-earned credentials and work 
experience are most likely to report 
difficulty finding jobs in Canada. 
There are many programs that aim 
to speed the recognition in Canada 
of foreign-earned credentials and 

Over 40% of the Residents of Toronto and Vancouver are Immigrants



Over 60% of the Immigrants to Canada Over the Past Decade  
were from Asian Countries

to help workers who acquired skills 
abroad to have them recognized by 
Canadian employers.

Canada has among the highest 
levels of consumer debt among 
industrial countries. Canadian 
household debt of C$2.1 trillion was 
105 percent of Canada’s GDP in 
2022, including C$1.7 trillion of mort-
gage debt. This made the average 
household debt to income ratio 170 
percent, up sharply from less than 
70 percent in 1980. Home prices in 
Canada average C$700,000, almost 
twice the US average, and are 
declining as interest rates rise.

India, the Philippines, and China Accounted for 40% of  
Canada’s 2021 Immigrants



Most Immigrants are in the Prime 25 to 44 Prime Working Age Cohort 

Source: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/221026/dq221026a-eng.htm

37% of 2016–21 Immigrants had Canadian Experience



60% of Canadians in September 2022 Agreed that Canada  
Needs More Immigrants

Over 80% of Canadians Say that Immigration has Positive Economic Impacts

Almost Half of Canadians Agree that Too Many Immigrants Do Not Adopt 
Canadian Values
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